Ideas for student success in AP Science ESSAYS
Reading comprehension

Make sure to read the entire question

Do not add or delete words which could change the context

Make sure to understand the question

Answer the question in its entirety

Be sure to write SOMETHING for the ESSAY

Mathematics of Science Essay questions

Show charts, graphs, formulas that apply to the essay question

Show units with numbers every time

Factor label method start the first week of school

On the first day, be focused and structured and hold the course all year

On the first day, start with a lab

Web Site??? Have all the materials on the site for students to download

Multiple choice

For multiple choice leave the question alone if you think you have to guess---you are penalized for guessing

On multiple choice, answer the questions you are sure of first

Don’t be afraid to not know the answer.

Involve your students in working toward the answer together

Get your students to help you with the computer, with the mathematics

Have the students write

Force them towrite

Use a composition book/journal

Rules for technical writing

Students could critique each others work (students will be harder on each other)

Partner with English teacher/ visit your class (interdisciplinary collaboration)

In addition to giving them a question, give students a sheet so they can develop a rubric

You can give one essay question every weel

When you are writing in science

You need to know the principles (concept, content) to communicate it effectively

Use the words Say chapter on transpiration, not Chapter 12

Let the students know there are a variety of ways to learn & communicate (eg visual, reading, writing, oral)
Provide a variety of easy to show learning in groups

Make all students responsible for something, eg give responsible tasks to students who are struggling, gives them a sense of ownership --- apply these techniques prior to calling the parents
Ignore if necessary—often students are looking for attention. If you give them attention that empowers the student.

Meet the student in the hall, not in front of their friends

Be firm

You may choose not to do something

Students may say this to each other

Set rules and follow them. Tell the principal.

Find someone with good classroom management in your school

